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Urban quality is generally considered increasingly important for urban
competitiveness. Nevertheless, large urban redevelopment schemes often
fail to provide sufficient quality from a user’s perspective. This study
therefore investigates the role of urban quality in large-scale urban
redevelopment, which is here elaborated in terms of Richard Florida’s
concept of quality of place. In a humber of extensive case studies, it focuses
on prestigious redevelopment projects around the high-speed rail stations in
Amsterdam, Rotterdam and Lille. It provides an analysis of the role of urban
quality in the development of these projects, as well as some insights in the
applicability of quality of place in a wider Dutch context. In addition, the
study advocates a more open and flexible planning process, based on a

distinctly long-term perspective on urban quality.
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