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Peter Hall received his Masters and PhD from the University of
Cambridge and has taught at the LSE, the University of Reading,
where he was Dean of the Faculty of Urban & Regional Studies;
and at the University of California, Berkeley, where he is Profes-
sor Emeritus of City and Regional Planning.

He is Chair of Planning at the Bartlett School of Architecture and
Planning, UCL, Director of the Institute of Community Studies
and currently President of the TCPA. He is a Fellow of the Brit-
ish Academy, a founder-member of the RSA and an Honorary
Member of the RTPI.

He is the author of more than thirty books on urban and
regional planning. He has received the Founder’s Medal of the
Royal Geographical Society for distinction in research, and was
the first editor of its journal ‘Regional Studies.

His extensive consultancy experience includes advising the UK,
US, Californian and South Australian governments on strategic
planning, urban affairs and major transportation issues.

He has sat on many British official committees and the Ameri-
can Academy of Sciences, and has given testimony to US politi-
cal and legislative committees on issues ranging from EZ to the
Future of the Automobile.
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There is an apparently-irreducible and impossible set of contradictions in urban policy across the developed world - and,
increasingly across the developing world - between policy constraints, policy aspirations and the reality of socio-economic
trends:

Policy constraints: climate change, almost everywhere recognised as a reality, is compelling policymakers to develop new
guidelines;

Policy aspirations: these guidelines involve land use policies to reduce the need to travel and the substitution of more
sustainable travel modes (public transport, cycling, walking) for automobile dependence;

Socio-economic trends: despite interesting recent contra-trends (‘peak car; urban renaissance), the overwhelming trend
everywhere is to continuing urban deconcentration.

Is it possible to reconcile these basic contradictions? Maybe, but the answer may vary greatly, depending on the basic political
realities in different kinds of country across the world.
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The Association of European Schools of Planning (AESOP) and the International
Federation for Housing and Planning (IFHP) have launched a joint activity
within the framework of the Decade of Planning: a series of lectures in 2012-
2013 by well known planners and other ‘urban thinkers, both academics and
practitioners. The idea is to attract not only the planning community but also a
wider audience of politicians, community leaders and organizations, business
and the media to promote planning as a discipline that can contribute to the
quality of life, help find new tools of governance of the urban structures and
function as an effective mediator between the many stakeholders.

The aim is to find possible answers to present day and emerging challenges
that face planning and planners as a modern discipline in a new role in our
contemporary complex and dynamic society. Big name speakers will attract
media attention and give us the possibility of presenting planning in more
positive, constructive and attractive way.

The connecting element running through the whole series is for the speakers
to fill in on aspects of a new vision for planning by taking lessons from the past.
Of course, each lecture will be following by a discussion with the audience led
by a professional moderator. There is a (case by case) option for sending out the
lecture live on the web to capture an even wider audience.

The first two years of lectures will form part of the activities being organised
within the framework of both the Silver Jubilee of AESOP (2012) and the
Centenary of IFHP (2013).

MORE INFO:

www.aesop-planning.eu / www.ifhp.org
email us at:

secretariat@aesop-planning.eu / info@ifhp.org



