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Peter Batey has been Lever Professor of Town and Regional Planning at the 
University of Liverpool in the UK since 1989; the Lever Chair is the oldest plan-
ning chair. He holds degrees in Geography (BSc Sheffield), Town and Regional 
Planning (MCD Liverpool) and Regional Science (PhD Liverpool) and is a Fellow 
of the Royal Town Planning Institute (FRTPI). Earlier in his career he worked as a 
planner in two local authorities in North West England: Lancashire and Greater 
Manchester. He spent 1981-82 as a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Illinois. 
Peter has been active in the Regional Science Association International for more 
than forty years and in 1997-98 served as its World President. He was elected 
a Fellow of RSAI in 2006. Peter’s research has been in the fields of planning 
methods, geodemographics and demographic-economic modelling and he has 
more than 120 publications to his name. He has served as an Editor of the Town 
Planning Review since 1992. Peter maintains a high profile in urban and regional 
affairs, and served as government-appointed independent chair of the Mersey 
Basin Campaign (2004-10), one of the most successful cross-sector partnerships. 
In 2000 he was elected a Fellow of the UK Academy of Social Sciences (FAcSS). 

Sławomir Gzell is a Fellow of the Association of Polish Architects (SARP) and the 
Society of Polish Town Planners (TUP) as well as tenured professor, dr habitlitatus, 
dipl. architect and town planner. He holds a doctorate honoris causa of Poznań 
University of Technology. Professor Gzell is a Head of the Chair of Urban Design 
and Rural Landscape at the Faculty of Architecture, Warsaw University of Technol-
ogy. He is a member of the Architecture and Town Planning Committee of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences and Deutsche Akademie für Stadtebau und Landes-
planung (DASL). He is also Deputy Chairman of the Main Advisory Commission 
to the Ministry of Construction, and former member of the City Commission 
for Architecture and Town Planning in Warsaw and the Board of the Society of 
Polish Town Planners. He is the author of many town planning and architectural 
projects and designs and has won a number of competition entries. Author of 
over 200 professional texts, he lectures on contemporary town planning at the 
Faculty of Architecture, Warsaw University of Technology and at other schools of 
architecture. Professor Gzell is a supervisor of several doctoral theses, and over 
130 master degree theses. He served as a City of Warsaw Councillor in the `90’s.
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The Association of European Schools of Planning (AESOP) and the International 
Federation for Housing and Planning (IFHP) have launched a joint activity 
within the framework of the Decade of Planning: a series of lectures in 2012-
2013 by well known planners and other ‘urban thinkers’, both academics and 
practitioners. 
The idea is to attract not only the planning community but also a wider 
audience of politicians, community leaders and organizations, business and the 
media to promote planning as a discipline that can contribute to the quality of 
life, help find new tools of governance of the urban structures and function as 
an effective mediator between the many stakeholders.
The aim is to find possible answers to present day and emerging challenges 
that face planning and planners as a modern discipline in a new role in our 
contemporary complex and dynamic society. Big name speakers will attract 
media attention and give us the possibility of presenting planning in more 
positive, constructive and attractive way.
The connecting element running through the whole series is for the speakers 
to fill in on aspects of a new vision for planning by taking lessons from the past.
Of course, each lecture will be following by a discussion with the audience. 

MORE INFO:
www.aesop-planning.eu / www.ersa.org 
email us at:
secretariat@aesop-planning.eu / info@ersa.org 

Having completed joint project with IFHP in 2013 AESOP decided to continue 
this successful project with European Regional Science Association (ERSA).


