
unregulated 
Planning  
profession 
in Sweden



Planners from various educations

planner

Architect Civil engineer

Landscape 
architect

Spatial 
planner

Human 
geographer 

Sociologist 

Land surveyor 

Approved by Swedish National Agency for Higher Education



Swedish planning instruments
• Regional 

development 
program

• Comprehensive 
plan

• Detail development 
plan 

• Conducted and 
adapted by the county 
administrative board

• Political program, 
compulsory for the 
local authorities

• Conducted and signed 
legally adopted by local 
authority



Planners working at

• National authorities

• Regional authorities

• Local authorities

• Consultant companies

• National Board of housing and 
planning, national transport 
administration, national board of 
heritage

• County board administration, regional 
associations other regional authorities

• Planning administrations

• Architect and planning consultants



Pros                 cons

• Employed by real 
competence

• Wide range of 
backgrounds

• Free competition 
between study 
programs

• No quality assurance

• No core curricula 

• No  free mobility in 
EU
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