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Anna Marson - IUAV
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Laura Saija - Università di Catania
Loris Servillo – Politecnico di Torino
Maria Rosaria Stufano Melone - Politecnico di Bari
Carla Tedesco - IUAV

INVITED SCHOLARS
Greta Adamo - Libera Università di Bolzano
Stefano Borgo - ISTC, CNR
Riccardo De Benedictis - ISTC - CNR
Roberta Ferrario - ISTC-CNR
Krystallia Kamvasinou - University of Westminster 
(Action Chair CA24134 - OBSERVISTA)
Alexandra Paio - ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon
Max Willis - Polytechnic University of Valencia
Lorenzo Stefano Iannizzotto, ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon

ORGANIZING TEAM
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Maria Rosaria Stufano Melone
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THE WINTER SCHOOL IS PROMOTED BY
University of Florence
PhD program in Sustainability and innovation for the design 
ofthe built environment and the product system. Curriculum: in 
Urban and Regional Planning, Department of Architecture,  and 
is the result of long-standing networking among several Italian 
universities:
Politecnico di Bari
Università degli Studi di Cagliari
Università degli Studi di Catania
IUAV - Venezia
Politecnico di Milano
Politecnico di Torino
Università degli Studi di Torino
Sapienza Università di Roma
Università degli Studi Roma Tre
Università degli Studi del Molise
Università degli Studi di Napoli
Università degli Studi di Palermo
Università degli Studi di Sassari

CALL FOR REGISTRATION

WHEN
From October 26 to December 14, 2025. 
WHO
PhD candidates, and independent 
young scholars holding a Master’s 
degree.
HOW
Your registration begins by completing the 
Google Form, available on our website: 

researchmethodologyws.org 
You will then be directed to the payment 
procedure. The fee is 220€. You can 
access the payment instructions on 
our website.
The fee includes: lunches; coffee 
breaks; the welcoming aperitif; the 
participation in the winter school.
The fee does not include: travel cost 
to reach the venue, accommodation 
and the local tourist tax (4€/person/
each day), the social dinner (which is 
around 30€).
The Winter School will provide a 
certificate of participation and 4 
credits ECTS for students attending 
3 days, or 6 credits ECTS for students 
attending 5 days.
Four participation grants for students 
from low income countries will be 
available thanks to the generous 
support of EURA - European Urban 
Research Association.

19, 20 and 21 January, 2026 - Florence, Italy

RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY

in social sciences
urban studies

and spatial planning
research approaches and methods

19th
BASICS

20th
BASICS

METHODS
RENT A RESEARCHER

21st
ADVANCED
APPROACHES
TECHNIQUES

+

Dipartimento di Architettura,
Campus Santa Teresa and Santa Verdiana
with the support of
Doctoral School of Architecture - University of Florence and
EURA - European Urban Research Association

DETAILED  PROGRAM
researchmethodologyws.org

INFO + CONTACT
winterschool.rmflorence@gmail.com

COST Action Observatory of Innovative Strategies for Repurpos-
ing Terrain Vague (OBSERVISTA), CA24134, supported by COST 
(European Cooperation in Science and Technology).
More informations available at: cost.eu/actions/CA24134/

Conceptual analysis in urban studies
COST Action Training School
22 and 23 January, 2026 - Florence, Italy
The two-day Training School on Applied Ontology brings 
together conceptual, methodological and literature-
based approaches to advance the development of 
a shared terminology for Terrain Vague within the 
OBSERVISTA COST Action CA24134. Through a 
sequence of plenary sessions jointly delivered with the 
host institution, the programme introduces participants 
to foundational concepts of terrain vague and urban 
voids, methodological principles of applied ontology, 
and the integration of AI tools in academic research. 
The event is designed to:

DETAILED  PROGRAM
researchmethodologyws.org

• Build foundational understanding of applied ontology concepts
• Introduce methodological pathways for conceptual analysis
• Establish a terminology dataset for the Initiated Glossary Development

RESIDENT SCHOLARS
Vitoria Laudisio - Università di Firenze
Raffaella Moscatelli - Università di Firenze
Rosaria Petreti - Università di Firenze
Giulia Guadagnoli - Università di Firenze
Camilla Perrone - Università di Firenze

Bonus course for Winter School Participants



The XII Winter School will take place from the 19th to the 21st of January 2026. Previous editions have been attended by hundreds of 
young researchers who achieved their PhD and a successful academic career. The School program is designed to improve, implement, 
and deepen your skillset as researchers and PhD students, with various keynotes and workshops that are tackling basic tools, classic 
and innovative methods, and approaches, while offering tips and tricks directly from fellow colleagues or more experienced researchers. 
Within and around these workshops there will be moments to explore and socialize with your fellow PhD students and build together 
with us the network of the Winter School. The Winter School will be held in English.

“Rent a Researcher” is an opportunity to meet researchers in an interesting, engaging and approachable way: a number of Italian scholars 
are available for one-to-one meetings with a limited number of PhD candidates and young academics for exchange and tutoring activities.

BASICS

APPROACHES

ADVANCED

How to design your own research, deepen your understanding of academic writing and academic publishing.

Both in qualitative and quantitative form, providing diverse options to tackle your research problem and 
goals. 

To better understand your role in academia and your potential future pathways, while discovering practical 
and interesting facts that might not be always explicitly said by your supervisors and colleagues. 

A gallery of different perspectives to frame your research topic.

METHODS AND
TECHNIQUES
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20th
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METHODS
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APPROACHES
TECHNIQUES

School presentation

Daily program

More information
DETAILED PROGRAM
researchmethodologyws.org

INFO + CONTACT
winterschool.rmflorence@gmail.com

@SchoolonWinter

Research Methodology School

INVITED SCHOLARS
Greta Adamo - Libera Università di Bolzano
Stefano Borgo - ISTC, CNR
Riccardo De Benedictis - ISTC - CNR
Roberta Ferrario - ISTC-CNR
Krystallia Kamvasinou - University of Westminster 
Alexandra Paio - ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon
Max Willis - Polytechnic University of Valencia
Lorenzo Stefano Iannizzotto, ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon

22nd  +  23rd
COST Action Observatory of Innovative Strategies for Repur-
posing Terrain Vague (OBSERVISTA), CA24134, supported 
by COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology)

Optional for Winter School Participants

CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS IN URBAN STUDIES 
TRAINING SCHOOL

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3

RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY
in social sciences

urban studies
and spatial planning
research approaches and methods

19-21
January, 2026 Florence, Italy


